INTRODUCTION to LITERATURE
SPRING 2008 (Thursdays 6-8:50pm, Room #2961)
Communications Department, Truman College

Instructor:

Benjamin Ortiz, Assistant Professor (http://www.benortiz.com)

Office/Hours: 

#2737 — Tu&Th 8:30-9:30am / Tu 1-3pm / Th 3-6pm



(…also by appointment, per your request and teacher availability…)

Phone/E-mail/Box:
773.907-4376, bortiz@ccc.edu, Mail #112 (preferred: “Ortiz” in Room 2915)

( Course Description and Objectives

Literature 110 introduces students to the main genres of creative literary art: fiction, drama, poetry, and prose. Through close reading and study of literature at the college level, students learn about human nature, passion, and the majesty of creative imagination. Specifically, students learn the fundamentals of the main genres, to develop advanced reading, analysis, research, and writing skills. Along the way, Literature 110 also helps build critical taste, informed appreciation of writing as an art, basic cultural literacy, understanding of human social reality, and the ability to interpret and discuss significant pieces of writing.

( Summary of Educational Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students should be proficient in the following areas:

(1) READING — Develop close reading strategies through appreciation and understanding of literary art; interpret difficult texts that challenge comprehension, sensibilities, and ideas.

(2) ANALYSIS — Using course lectures, discussion, notes, assignments, and presentation skills, locate the significance of a text as an artistic piece of writing and expression of culture.

(3) RESEARCH — Access scholarly information in the library and on-line databases to cite, document, and present ideas that advance understanding of texts.

(4) WRITING — Interpret and convincingly analyze texts through summary-and-response papers and essay exams.

( Attendance and Preparedness Policies
Success in a class focused on reading and writing depends on consistent preparation, attendance, and participation. Simply put: You did NOT sign up for a web class, and so you MUST arrive on time and ready. (Truman will have parking problems this semester, and therefore it’s up to YOU to travel earlier, so you can arrive on time with your homework complete.) Lateness and absence also disrupt your teacher and classmates, who have a right to a classroom free from distraction.

Therefore: All assignments are due on the day specified on your syllabus or by the instructor.

Late work will not be accepted for any reason.
ALSO: Students are allowed two absences — the third and fourth absences will result in a lowering of your final grade by a full letter grade for each absence. The fifth absence will drop your grade below passing. (An absence is defined as 10 minutes or more late/missing.) Do not bring notes from your doctor — the two absences are to be saved in case of catastrophe, family tragedy, or personal sickness. They are your only allowances, to make sure you attend, contribute to your own education, and succeed. It’s simple: Show up and do your best work! It’s the only way to reach an acceptable level of mastering the course material.
( Course Requirements
Close reading forms the backbone of course work, which is why the bulk of student prep should be spent in careful consideration of all assigned reading. Writing, in the form of brief reaction papers and essay exams, will test comprehension, while lectures, research, and discussion will advance our understanding of texts. Here’s a summary:

 (1) Preparation of assigned readings. IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS:


A.
Read near a dictionary, encyclopedia, and/or the internet. Look up words, terms,

and references you don’t understand in TRUMAN’S REFERENCE SOURCES.


B.
Interact with the text by taking clear notes in the margins and/or in a notebook.



Sketch out your ideas and questions while reading.

C. Be ready for a challenge. If a given piece tests your ability to make sense, keep

reading; do your best to take the text on its own terms rather than dismissing

it. If you still have trouble, take a break, and send some questions to the teacher.



WARNING: Texts for this class will challenge comprehension, taste, and maybe



even your deepest-held beliefs. Like many works of literature throughout history,



these pieces dramatize human reality as something alternately sublime and



savage; some have even been prosecuted for obscenity and dismissed as



pornographic. Such reactions are common and understandable given the

power of literature to provoke and hold humanity up to a mirror, spots and all.

Essayist Richard Rodriguez says of literature that “there is only one subject: What it

feels like to be alive. … Nothing is irrelevant. … Nothing is typical.”

D. Some texts for Lit 110 have been adapted for the big screen and turned into

movies. Do NOT substitute movies for reading the assigned work. You cannot pass by watching movies instead of reading.

(2) Participation — active participation is also crucial for a successful class. (HINT: Participation means more than just showing up — you retain more and develop sharper ideas by expressing thoughts out loud.)

(3) Prompt arrival at class — more than 10 minutes late to a session counts as an absence.

(4) Completion of research and writing assignments, exercises, exams, quizzes, etc.

(5) Drafting of notes during class discussion and lecture. Notes will jog ideas for conversation, help prepare for writing, and provide study-material for the essay exams.

(6) You will also need your own USB/flash-drive for saving and quick retrieval of your Final Project.

( Basic Rules for the Classroom
(1) No cell phones or other forms of electronic interruption. (2) Classroom etiquette: Please act with courtesy when class is underway. (3) Civil discussion: For example, no name-calling or any such viciousness over disagreements. (4) Food and drink are OK, but don’t go overboard or disrupt class. (5) Dig into the class. Be enthusiastic if possible, or at least make questions, comments, and even relevantly provocative statements when you have the floor to speak.

( Research/Writing Assignments and Quizzes
We will discuss this work in class, with handouts and full instruction on what to expect.

( Plagiarism

According to The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing, “Plagiarism is the act of using the words and ideas of others as if they were your own.” An intentional act of plagiarism involves the attempt by a student to dodge all or some of a writing assignment by trying to pass off someone else’s words as one’s own. This will result in automatic failure of the course. On the other hand, unintentional plagiarism involves the use of others’ text by accidental or careless drafting, without acknowledging the source. To avoid plagiarism: Whenever using a source word-for-word, always be sure to quote carefully and appropriately. And whenever using others’ ideas in general, be sure to cite your source. Overall, most of the writing should be your own original thought and wording. Using web resources and in-class writing to compare with on-line responses, the instructor will check for plagiarism when necessary. Keep consistent by doing your own work on time every time, and be careful when using sources of any kind. Careless work that plagiarizes will result in failure of the assignment.

( Exams and Final Project
We will discuss this work in class, with handouts and full instruction on what to expect.

( Grade Breakdown


Participation 


= 10%


Quizzes/Free-writes

= 10%


Exams (3 TOTAL)

= 30%


Final Project


= 10%


Research/Writing

(4 pieces TOTAL)
= 40%


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


SCALE



90-100
=
A

80-89 = 
B

70-79 = 
C

60-69
= 
D
BELOW = F

( Schedule Disclaimer
Sessions will stick closely to the Calendar (below), but all assignments and scheduling might change, per class progression and instructor choice. Also, specific readings/exercises might change if alternatives arise.

( CLOSING THOUGHTS
Overall, you are encouraged to consult the teacher during office hours with any questions or requests for assistance that you cannot fit into class time. Moreover, resources exist throughout Truman to assist and enhance your education; for example, writing tutors are available at the Tutoring Center in L129 (contact ajohnston@ccc.edu or find out more under “Student Services” on the Truman web site). Also, consider your teacher a resource for class and career counseling.


( A Personal Statement
This is your education, so strive for excellence. Why? ...because you can! Distinguish yourself with superior work. Get the most out of everything you do at school. Justify your pride in a job well done.

With ideas like these, I took on college as the first in my family to attend. I know your life includes employment, family, and many other pursuits beyond this class, but please do your best to commit the time and effort required. Likewise, I will do my best to be a resource for your success, because I remember what it was like to juggle my time in college between study, work, and life.

As an academic and intellectual pursuit, this course will involve consistent work plus regular reading. My teaching philosophy is that students of literature develop through constant exposure to demanding texts, ideas, and conversations. You will encounter some complicated material this semester, but remember that the bulk of writing requires basic summary-and-response and research, so immerse yourself in the reading and try to have fun with the work.

Finally, I am available to help you get the most out of Literature 110. Feel free to drop by my office hours or make an appointment, as I will meet per your schedule. We can go over your work or just chat about lit and culture.

I look forward to working with you, and I hope you enjoy the class!

Your teacher,

Benjamin Ortiz

Assistant Professor of Journalism, Literature, and Writing 

Calendar: Dates, Topics, and Assignments
SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION

WEEK ONE

1/17/08
Introductory Business — Roll, Questionnaire, Read Syllabus



Response to Questionnaires (INPUT/OUTPUT)



Questions About Assignments, Policies, Schedule? (Plagiarism HANDOUT)



OPENING POETRY + Questions About Content:



1. What have you read?



2. What is “Literature”? (Anthologies HANDOUT) + THEORETICAL IDEAS


From Whitman to Def Poets, Homer to Mos Def (video excerpts + HANDOUT)

TEN-MINUTE BREAK

The Fundamentals of Close Reading: Interpret Every Word of the Text

The “New Criticism”:

1. Good Lit = Good Structure

2. The text is primary.

3. Pay attention to the purpose and effect of every individual word.

4. Examine ambiguity and nuance.

5. Resolution of tensions.



Critical Reading Strategies:




1. FIRST AND FOREMOST: Close reading (stick closely to the text)




2. Interpretation:





Character Analysis





Plot Analysis





Linguistic Analysis





Theme/Symbol Analysis





Analysis of Critical Reception





Historicism





Theory (e.g. psychoanalysis, reader response, deconstruction, etc.)



FOR THE NEXT CLASS –

HOMEWORK: READER, “Introduction to Fiction” (7-25)

HOMEWORK: READER, Hawthorne (26-31) AND Poe (38-42) plus “THE RAVEN”

SECTION TWO: SHORT FICTION

WEEK TWO

1/24/08
QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING HOMEWORK

Library & Bibliography Orientation IN CLASS



HANDOUT: Research/Writing Assignments

INSTRUCTION: The Fundamentals of Summary & Response



HANDOUT: The Basic MLA Works Cited Page



TEN-MINUTE BREAK
From Homer to Mos Def review

Elements of Fiction (HANDOUT) + Short Fic as “The Soul of Capitalism”

Review of Intro to Fiction, presentation of The New Yorker



Discussion/Presentation of reading (+Am-Ren. & Cotton Mather HANDOUTS)



FOR THE NEXT CLASS –



READING HOMEWORK: Porter, Faulkner, Hurston, Steinbeck, Wright, O’Connor



WRITING HOMEWORK: Fiction Sum-and-Response (DUE IN CLASS BY WEEK FIVE!)

WEEK THREE

1/31/08
QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING HOMEWORK

MODERNISM HANDOUT & Sandburg/Algren + Harlem Renaissance HANDOUT

Discussion/Presentation of reading

HOMEWORK: Ellison, Jackson, Hemingway, Borges, Camus Márquez

WEEK FOUR

2/7/08

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING HOMEWORK

Discussion/Presentation of reading + Borges/Existentialism HANDOUTS

PO-MO: ironic/anxiety, references, epic fragments, meta-narrative, pop/mass-cult



Flash Fiction & David Foster Wallace (HANDOUT)



HOMEWORK: Carver, Oates, Atwood, Walker, Cisneros, and Erdrich

WEEK FIVE

2/14/08
QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING HOMEWORK 

Discussion/Presentation of reading



Review for Short Fiction Exam



HOMEWORK: Prep for Short Fiction Exam next week…



HOMEWORK: READER, “Introduction to Drama” and start Sophocles

WEEK SIX

2/21/08
SHORT FICTION EXAM in class…



TEN-MINUTE BREAK

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on DRAMA READING

Discussion/Presentation of reading



HOMEWORK: Finish Sophocles

HOMEWORK: Start Shakespeare + HANDOUT

WRITING HOMEWORK: Sum-and-Response for Drama due by WEEK NINE!

SECTION THREE: DRAMA

WEEK SEVEN

2/28/08
QUIZ or FREEWRITE on DRAMA READING

Review of Intro to Drama



Discussion/Presentation of reading



HOMEWORK: Finish Shakespeare

WEEK EIGHT

3/6/08

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on DRAMA READING 

Discussion/Presentation of reading



PREP for DRAMA EXAM

HOMEWORK: READER, “Intro to Poetry”

WEEK NINE:
MID-TERM MARK (3/12/08)

3/13/08
DRAMA EXAM IN CLASS



TEN-MINUTE BREAK

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on POETRY INTRO

POETRY INTRO: From Beowulf to Mos Def, From Bards to Beats + SHAPPY



SCREENINGS: Def Poetry, Piñero, assorted HANDOUTS



GROUP WORK: Interpret Gwendolyn Brooks (HANDOUT)



READING HOMEWORK: Wyatt, Shakespeare, Donne, Marvell, Blake, Wordsworth,

Coleridge



WRITING HOMEWORK: Annotated research on poetry DUE BY WEEK ELEVEN!

SPRING BREAK: 3/17/08 (MONDAY) THROUGH 3/22/08 (SATURDAY)

SECTION FOUR: POETRY

WEEK TEN

3/27/08
QUIZ or FREEWRITE on POETRY


Discussion/Presentation of Reading + Coleridge FOCUS

HOMEWORK: READER, Shelley, Keats, Poe, Whitman, Dickinson, Frost, Stevens,

William Carlos Williams

WEEK ELEVEN

4/3/08

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING

Discussion/Presentation of reading



HOMEWORK: Prep for Poetry Exam



HOMEWORK: Hunger of Memory, Prologue + Chapter One and Two + HANDOUTS

SECTION FIVE: PROSE

WEEK TWELVE

4/10/08
POETRY EXAM IN CLASS



TEN-MINUTE BREAK

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING

Creative Non-Fiction, Autobiography, and Prose as an Art Form + RR VIDEO



Discussion/Presentation of reading



HOMEWORK: Finish Hunger of Memory


HOMEWORK: Annotated research on prose DUE BY WEEK FOURTEEN

WEEK THIRTEEN

4/17/08
Discussion/Presentation of reading



READING HOMEWORK: Begin The Road


ALSO: FINAL PROJECT TRAINING NEXT WEEK (Bring earphones, drive, texts)

SECTION SEVEN: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS

WEEK FOURTEEN

4/24/08
The Poetry Slam, Comic Books, Digital/Net Reading & Audio, Blogs/YouTube

Lab Instruction & HANDOUT: Windows Moviemaker Final Project



HOMEWORK: Finish The Road

SECTION EIGHT: THE NOVEL

WEEK FIFTEEN

5/1/08

QUIZ or FREEWRITE on READING



The Novel



Discussion/presentation of reading

SECTION SEVEN: FINAL PROJECTS

WEEK SIXTEEN

5/8/08

Final Movie Presentations



LAST DAY of CLASS!!!



Enjoy the SUMMER!!!

**********************************************************************************************************
REQUIRED TEXTS


• Gwynn, R.S. Literature: A Pocket Anthology. 3rd ed. NY: Penguin Academics/Pearson Longman, 2007.


• McCarthy, Cormac. The Road. NY: Vintage, 2006.


• Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez, An Autobiography. NY: Bantam, 1982.


+PLUS: Works and handouts in class — keep an organized folder for reference.








Help is on the way!...


Basic Resources for Success





1. Tutors (sign-up in L129)


2. Grammar web sites & computer programs (inquire)


3. Office hours with the teacher





DATES to REMEMBER for YOUR OWN Planning








1/21/08 (Mon.): MLK Jr.’s Birthday (NO CLASS)


2/12/08 (Tues.): Pres. Lincoln’s B-Day (NO CLASS)


3/12/08 (Wed.): Spring 2008 Mid-Term Mark


3/17-22/08 (Mon.-Sat.): SPRING BREAK


4/14/08 (Mon.): Last day for student-initiated withdrawal from classes. . . . .


5/10/08 (Sat.): Spring 2008 semester ends!
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